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Abstract-On-line learning has been implemented particularly since the beginning of period of
pandemic covid-19. However, during its implementation on line learning has been facing some
compliment and protest from instructors of English in school and universities level, technological and
human resources. Based on the hindrance, combined on line and off line (blended learning) for teaching
English was initiated. The development was undertaken in vocational higher education of Polyechnic
Negeri Bali. Four classes of semester 6 students who were divided into two group (experiment abd
control group) were involved as participants. The model of learning was made pursuant to result of
problem identification. The development consisted of materials, learning syntax and assessment
development. Data was taken from implementation result of the model in the classes, students’ score,
and students: perception. Result of data analysis revealed that the model was effective even though
some obstacles which did not outweigh the advantages provided were still found during its
implementation. The obstacle shall be used as basis of issue for further development of blended model
of earning.

Index Term__ Task-based, blended learning, EFL, writing classroom, English for business
correspondence.

I. INTRODUCTION

The use of technology to support English language learning has been
empowered in all over the world nowadays. Apart from introducing the technology
itself so that learners recognize its development every year, the implementation of
technology was also in an attempt to find the more suitable method for learners’
fashion. It was empowered to make the learning more effective, efficient, and
meaningful. The second goal has been that every English language teacher and
lecturer, scholar, and researcher would be assisted by the presence of it. The most
popular technology added for assisting language learning is information and
communication technology (ICT). A lot applications have been developed to facilitate
language learning with choices of model. Each application certainly has its own
feature in order for learners to choose pursuant to their needs and fashion.

Frequent and massive implementation of online learning nowadays which has
been applied for decade (Kirkgoz, 2011), has brought about new era in academic
world. Some schools or universities decided to use online learning or blended learning
to support their academic needs. Blended learning, the combination of online and face-
to-face learning, was popular among lecturers nowadays. The combination drives
lecturers to use an application to do distance learning and in some occasions do in the
class room learning with face-to-face method. Thus, with a certain percentage between
distance and in-classroom learning, lecturers will have time to also meet their students
to help them solve their problems, convey materials directly, and advise their project,
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Model of Task-Based Blended Learning
(FBBL)-for the EFL Writing Classroom

Abstract — “he-implementation-ol-oUnline learning is bemg speeifieallveenduetedimplementcd due
1o the emergence of the COViDoovid-19 pandemic. This is based on the reduction of cases and
casualties 1o the danger and severity of the disease. lle-,nde« Though ! several compliments being were
encountered in the implementation of this educational process, protesis-arestill ebserved from Engl:sh
instructors atin secondary and tertiary levels continue to protest the change. To respond to this
dilemma, the development of blended leaming (2 combination of online and offline
combinationlearning) emerged. Therefore, this study sims—was intended to develop task-based
blendedinge leummg for English correspondence education and. H-also aims to identify and explain the
learning aspects in the model development. Approximately 120 students from four classes of semester
6 were selected and divided into two groups (experiment and control groups) since.-us a research and
development (R&D) model was used for analysis (Dick & Carcy, 1990). The draft model was further
validated and piloted for several meetings. The results showed effective learning materials ini
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five sections, namely (1) activity lead, (2) mind mapping, (3) refocusing, (4) writing, and (5)
reinforcement. The materials were designed through the provision of tasks in every section, therefore:
integrating the students’ use of four language skills. In addition, these materials were designed
according 1o lesson plan, learning syntax, and assessment tools.

Index Term:— — Task -based, blended learning, EFL, writing classroom. English for business
correspondence.

I. INTRODUCTION

The-use of-tTechnelogy is presently being used to support English language
learning is—being—presently empowered—worldwide: due to the impact of the
COVIDewvid-19 pandemic on the educationa} sector. Besides the introduction of this
concept, technology implementation is based en—the determination—efintended (o
produce a more suitable method for learners. It is also empowered to ensure effective,
efficient, and meaningful learning processes. Another aim of this technological

concept is the assistance-beingto provide assistanced to every English teacher or

sflecturers, scholars, and experts. Thc most popular method added—for assisting
language learning is information and communication technology—HET).
AdseAdditionally. several applications have been developed to facilitate language
learning with model choices. This indicates that each application has specific features
for the needs and fashion of learners.

The frequent and massive implementation of online learning has presently led
to a new era in the educational sector, with several institutions deciding ea-{o usc aing
digital or blended model to support academic needs. Moreover, blended learning
(online and offline learning) is feund-te-be-presently popular among lecturers becauses
as the educational process promotes the easy use of several applications for distance
and direct classes. Besides the specific percentage between distance and direct
learning, lecturers still create time to meet their students: based-en—io solvcing
problems, directly conveyying materials, as—wel-asand adviscing studentsthess on
projects and other works. Based—eForn the learners, this learning model provides
opportunities (o interacition-epperiunities with lecturers, which is feund-te—be-very
important for most students. In addition, teachers are found-to—be-enthusiastic in
undertaking the learning model.

Based-enDue to the CovidCOVID-19 pandemic-peried, all learning activities
were earried—outconducied through an online model because—as all institutions
globally switched to the total use of digital learning to avoid dangerous social
interaction. Although the implementation of this model was difficult due to the
emergence of several weaknesses, it was still advised to be conducted. This led to the
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encounters ef—with many educational obstacles: such as inadequate materials,
unavailable internet connections, knowledge restrictions on applications, learners’
uindisciplined attitudes, time -limitations to access several sites, and a lack of direct
social interaction.

However bBlended learning has hewever been redesigned to meet the needs of
English learning, especially for-the international business correspondence inat the
Administration Department of Politeknik Negeri Bali, Indonesia. This is based on
responding to the learners’ needs and- considering the problems, hindrances, and
obstacles encountered during previous online and traditional learnings. The
redesigned learning model fundamentally uses task-based language teaching (TBLT)-
and-alse—combined with blended techniques to support pedagogical activities. In
addition, TBLT wasis also-selected due to being effectively implemented in several
pedagogical interventions within Politeknik Negeri Bali, e-2—such as in Tourism and
Administration Department classes (Somawati, 2017; Somawati, 2018; Sitawati,
2019). Theese successes enhanced the utilization of TBLT to redesign writing subject
through the blended learning model.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Some CritiesenCritiques of Task-Based Language Teaching(FBLT)

Besides Despile having ebtaining reccived negative feedbacks, TBLT is an
approach that has still-also received positive reviews depending on its implementation
purposes. Based on learning forms or English language grammar, this approach was
instructionally rejected by Japanese students due to obtaining good test results (Sato.:
2009). Since the aims of this technique wasforwere students-te comprehendingd and
producinge sentences: as well as usinge patterns and other grammar items, traditional
models were found effective, such—asincluding the grammar translation method
¢GTM.- presentation, practice. production (PPP).- and test, teach. testFTT). This
was-1s in line with Bruton (2002), Sheen (1994), and Swain (2005), whoiek claimed
that TBLT was very doubtful for the performance of Japanese learners- This-was due
tefor several ineffeetivereasons;; (1) The-TBLT did not meet the Japanese students’

|
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needs ef-theJapanese-students—due to their disinterest in communication skills, (2)
TBLT was-is not in line with the pattern of Japanese learning, (3) TBLT decreased
learners” motivation towards the-sueeesssucceed on-of tests, (4) TBLT was-is oapposed
to Confucianus culture: based on the belief that lecturers often had biggergreater
authority than students, (5) TBLT had-does not include a learning model focusing on
forms or grammar, (6) TBLT brekrcakse the principles of form-focused instruction,
and (7) TBLT was-is assumed to cause-learners” language fossilization rather than
acquisition_among learners (Sheen, 1994; Hu, 2005, Swain, 2005; Burrows, 2008:
Sato, 2009)

ebseﬁed——ba—-Wlddowson (2003) has obscned lhc \wcakncss of TBLT basgd on its
negligence regarding semantic meaning. This indicatesd that TBLT was—is
indistinguishable from traditional leaming activities. Furthermore, Sheedhouse
(1999)- assertsed that TBLT merely propesed proposes introductory tasks es—using
impoverished language samples, leading to minimal improvement and acquisition, as
well as pidginized linguistics. Besides—thisAdditionally, it alse—providesd
unpredictable language goals and outlawsed grammar aspects in its syllabus (Swan.:
2005)- Fhis-was because grammar is not a salient aspect. Meanwhile, several experts
disagree_abouid and advocated for the reliability of TBLT. This approach was
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Abstract— The implementation of online learning is being specifically conducted due to the emergence
of the covid-19 pandemic. This is based on the reduction of cases and casualties to the danger and
severity of the disease. Besides several compliments being encountered in the implementation of this
educational process, protests are still observed from English instructors in secondary and tertiary
levels. To respond to this dilemma, the development of blended learning (online and offline
combination) emerged. Therefore, this study aims to develop task-based blending learning for English
correspondence education. It also aims to identify and explain the learning aspects in the model
development. Approximately 120 students from four classes of semester 6 were selected and divided
into two groups (experiment and control groups), as a research and development (R&D) model was
used for analysis (Dick & Carey, 1990). The draft model was further validated and piloted for several
meetings. The results showed effective learning materials containing five sections, namely (1) activity
lead, (2) mind mapping, (3) refocusing, (4) writing, (5) reinforcement. The materials were designed
through the provision of tasks in every section, therefore, integrating the students’ use of four language
skills. In addition, these materials were designed according to lesson plan, learning syntax, and
assessment tools.

Index Term__ Task-based, blended learning, EFL, writing classroom, English for business
correspondence.

I. INTRODUCTION

The use of technology to support English language learning is being presently
empowered worldwide, due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the educational
sector. Besides the introduction of this concept, technology implementation is based
on the determination of a more suitable method for learners. It is also empowered to
ensure effective, efficient, and meaningful learning processes. Another aim of this
technological concept is the assistance being provided to every English
teachers/lecturers, scholars, and experts. The most popular method added for assisting
language learning is information and communication technology (ICT). Also, several
applications have been developed to facilitate language learning with model choices.
This indicates that each application has specific features for the needs and fashion of
learners.

The frequent and massive implementation of online learning has presently led
to a new era in the educational sector, with several institutions deciding on using
digital or blended model to support academic needs. Moreover, blended learning
(online and offline learning) is found to be presently popular among lecturers, as the
educational process promotes the easy use of several applications for distance and
direct classes. Besides the specific percentage between distance and direct learning,
lecturers still create time to meet their students, based on solving problems, directly



conveying materials, as well as advising them on projects and other works. Based on
the learners, this learning model provides interaction opportunities with lecturers,
which is found to be very important for most students. In addition, teachers are found
to be enthusiastic in undertaking the learning model.

Based on the Covid-19 pandemic period, all learning activities were carried out
through an online model, as all institutions globally switched to the total use of digital
learning to avoid dangerous social interaction. Although the implementation of this
model was difficult due to the emergence of several weaknesses, it was still advised
to be conducted. This led to the encounter of many educational obstacles, such as
inadequate materials, unavailable internet connection, knowledge restriction on
applications, learners’ indisciplined attitude, time-limitation to access several sites,
and lack of direct social interaction.

Blended learning has however been redesigned to meet the needs of English
learning, especially for the international business correspondence at the
Administration Department of Politeknik Negeri Bali, Indonesia. This is based on
responding to the learners’ needs, considering the problems, hindrance, and obstacles
encountered during previous online and traditional learnings. The redesigned learning
model fundamentally uses task-based language teaching (TBLT), and also combined
with blended techniques to support pedagogical activities. In addition, TBLT is also
selected due to being effectively implemented in several pedagogical intervention
within Politeknik Negeri Bali, ¢.g., in Tourism and Administration Department classes
(Somawati, 2017; Somawati, 2018; Sitawati, 2019). Those successes enhanced the
utilization of TBLT to redesign writing subject through blended learning model.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Some Critics on Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT)

Besides obtaining negative feedbacks, TBLT is an approach that still received
positive views depending on its implementation purposes. Based on learning forms or
English language grammar, this approach was instructionally rejected by Japanese
students due to obtaining good test results (Sato: 2009). Since the aims of this
technique was for students to comprehend and produce sentences, as well as use
patterns and other grammar items, traditional models were found effective, such as
grammar translation method (GTM), presentation practice production (PPP), and test
teach test (TTT). This was in line with Bruton (2002), Sheen (1994), and Swain
(2005), which claimed that TBLT was very doubtful for the performance of Japanese
learners. This was due to several ineffective reasons, (1) The TBLT did not meet the
needs of the Japanese students, due to their disinterest in communication skills, (2)
TBLT was not in line with the pattern of Japanese learning, (3) TBLT decreased
learners’ motivation towards the success of tests, (4) TBLT was apposed to Confucius
culture, based on the belief that lecturers often had bigger authority than students, (5)
TBLT had no learning model focusing on forms or grammar, (6) TBLT broke the
principles of form-focused instruction, and (7) TBLT was assumed to cause learners’
language fossilization than acquisition (Sheen, 1994; Hu, 2005, Swain, 2005;
Burrows, 2008; Sato, 2009).

The weakness of TBLT based on the negligence of semantic meaning was
observed by Widdowson (2003). This indicated that TBLT was indistinguishable from
traditional learning activities. Furthermore, Sheedhouse (1999), asserted that TBLT
merely proposed introductory tasks on impoverished language samples, leading to
minimal improvement and acquisition, as well as pidginized linguistics. Besides this,
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