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aspect of it and the possibility of having philosophical background on which a certain ritual
is performed. Of this interconnectedness, we will see lontar as ancient text as preserved in
Bali (Indonesia). Prior to having discussion on these two important points, however, general
information about /oniar as material culture is required. It is so since it is ancient text which is
less people are interested in reading it. Further, reading a lontar is basically having a dialogue
to its writer /composer whose ideas and thoughts are reflected on it When people are struggling
for better life in global world, universal values of ideas/thoughts preserved in lontar are worth

to study.

H. DISCUSSION
2.1 Definition of Lontar

At the outset, a little information about lontar is useful for us to understand the existence
and role it has as preserved well in Bali. Lontar or tat (in Balinese language) is actually a name
of palm leaf (Latin: Borassus flabellifer and another type is Coripha Ittan), which is used as the
medium on which script is inscribed using special knife (known in Balinese as pengrupak or
pengutik). It is more or less like pen in moderen stationary.Thus, lontar is ancient texts written
on palm leaves'. This plant is easy to grow in tropical or sub-tropical countries, like Indonesia.
However, in its development, lontar becomes name of ancient texts, which are expressed
through the medium of palm leaves irrespective of its content and kind. The process of making
a lontar, from flunking palm leaves to a lontar form, which is ready to be written, is quite

delicate — which we cannot go into details in this juncture.

Amongst lontar traditions in the archipelago, Balinese lontars are written in Balinese
scripts even though the language used can be Sanskrit, Old Javanese and Balinese languages or
mix of them. Different scholars have attempted to classify this huge lontar Akyara (scripts) used
can be divided into three groups, viz. (I) Akyara-wreastra — for writing Balinese kapara, e.g.
pipit, pangeling-eling, etc; (2) Akyara-swalelita — is used to write Old Javanese and/or Sanskrit.
e.g_ kidung, kakawin, and parwa; and (3) Akyara-modre — for writing spiritual knowledge
(known in Balinese as kadhvatmikan - esotericism) and also for writing mantra (hymn)l‘_ For
common people it is hard to understand the message of aksvra in the last classification; it is
simply no meaning at all for them. One is required having purification for using it in spiritual

ascendance_ This group is usually used in the practice of divine power (akti).

2.2 Lontar and sacredness

Important questions can be raised in this context: Why lontar manuscript is regarded
as sacred for Balinese? Or, what make lontar sacred even though the subject or content of it
is not at all related to religion or spirituality? In modern times, why still people want to copy

the lontar into lontar rather than to paper or any other material? These questions are importan:
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to be considered with reference to sacredness and effectiveness of mantra or aksara discussed
m the text. In other words why sacrifices so powerful in human life either spiritual or profane
when aksaraimantra are taken into account as an integral part of a yajfia ?

In Balinese culture, lontar is considered as sacred texts because it contains religious
and spiritual knowledge. This kind of knowledge is often associated with divinity to which
people always pay respects and looking for grace or protection. It also deals with secular one,
e.g. health, astronomy, astrology and literatures etc. These sorts of knowledge are required
for attaining abhyudaya (happy and prosperous life) and molcsa (freedom from bondage). In
short, it can be stated that for Balinese they believe that happy life can only be attained through
acquiring knowledge — both of spiritual and secular one. Accordingly, lontars which behaves
as store house of various subject matters are highly respected and treated as sacred. And, as
per Balinese tradition, for reading to unearth its divine message, one should undergo a process
of purification, like pewintenan. This practice is not found in western tradition; the pursuit of
knowledge is not connected to religious practices. The reason of the purification practice in
Balinese tradition is that unless and until one is pure physically and spiritually, the one which is
divine having purity of nature cannot be attained. Achievement in attaining knowledge, in turn,
is aimed at having well being. The pursuit of knowledge should be based on purity and right
or good intention for the benefit of all. This is done in order to avoid the misuse of knowledge
for negative purposes.

On its sacredness, lontars are considered as abode of God of learning, i.e. Sarasvatt
as she is sometimes addressed as the God of utterance (yak). What is printed on a lontar is
basically a representation of words of divine in nature. Thus, worshipping her once in every
six month — according to Javano-Balinese calendar — is performed through lontars. It is the
medium through which she is worshipped and asked for anugraha (divine grace), which is
required in life. It behaves as guiding manuals on various aspects of life, especially religion,
spiritual and culture. Owing to its role and significance, it is preserved and read by religious
leaders, like pedancia(priesi. of Brahmin class) in performing his duty (svadhartna) to serve
the people. In ritual performance a pedavelei always consults related lontar Brahmin is always
associated with religious matters and they have responsibility to keep this tradition alive from
generation to generation despite the fact that not all Brahmins have profession as religious
leaders/teachers.

At the outset, there is no religious performance devoid of message or ideas taken from
a particular lontar. For rituals, a priest usually consults a class of literature belong to kalpa-
thstra. It is a huge class of literature, which covers parica-maha-yafria (five great sacrifices)
according to Hinduism as practised in Bali. When modern system of printing has not yet been
invented or has not reached the archipelago, lontar was the most widely used medium on which

various thoughts were written on it. It seemed that the appearance of lontar writing in ancient
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Bali came into existence around 14th century A.D when Bali had received intensive influence
from Javanese culture. Prior to it, stone was used especially when inscription was issued by
the ruler. Owing to its limited space and relatively hard to inscribe on stone, and also requires
times in the processing lontar preparing ready to be written, lontar was replacing the role of
stone as more or wider matters can be expressed through it. Irrespective of its lengthiness,
lontar also has disadvantage due to its strength in facing time. When it was not well prepared in
the process of making it, it is easy to decay. And, thus, the process of copying again and again
becomes the only way to preserve it. This happened continuously, especially on lontar which
has a great interest from readers, like Kakawin Rcinuivaija, Parvas and Tutues, etc. However,
the process of copying from different person in different generations may cause its correctness
and originality are at risk. A lontar lover or collector will try to find the most original or oldest

version of a certain title or topic.

An interesting phenomenon happens in Bali nowadays is that even though Balinese also
adopt modern life style in global world, they still preserve lontar and some thoughts laboured
on religion and culture are written in [onfar using Balinese scripts. Awig-awig (the local law |
of Des'a-pakraman (traditional village) is a good example to illustrate the above remarks.
When everybody strives for the advancement of science and technology as one characteristic
of modern life, it seems that there is a feeling of longing to go back to ancient time. One stilt
inclines to past custom and tradition because one feels peaceful in his life. Keeping his though:
in lontar form is an evidence of this longing and at the same time one preserves lontar writing
and reading traditions. It is true that not all Balinese agree with this point, but lonfar tradition
cannot be said as a dead tradition; instead it still has its role and significance in modern Balinesz

life even though various new thoughts have reached in this land.

2.3 Lontar: textual and ritual traditions

Lontar tradition has been preserved through nyastra tradition, i.e. practice of readir-:
writing, discussing and implementing the ideas/principles/values found in lontars. According::
the residence of a guru (spiritual master) becomes site of learning. It has been developed ur.:
the present day through a traditional lineage of teaching and learning (parampard) in wh:.:
guru plays an important role. It is considered as the think-tank of Balinese culture. A persJ. -
who likes nyastra activity is well familiar with the existence and message revealed in /ow_
Brahmin and king in the past were used to have nyasfra activity. It looked exclusive since c:7_
they have good access to lontar reading and writing activities. However, the stress seeme- be
put on religious and spiritual knowledge rather than on empirical one in which sense or” -play

their role.
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Further, there is interconnectedness between textual tradition and living Balinese
tradition. It means that lontar is a living tradition: it is not only read, interpreted and copied
in the course of history and culture but also new ones were created in the post-Majapahit
period (15th. cen. A.D.). During the reign of king Waturenggong of Sweca-pura kingdom in
Klungkung (16th cen. A.D.), Balinese literature grew and developed to its peak especially in the
genre of kidung. A number of poet-sages created their works which we can read even today.
This happens in the genre of kakawin, kidung (of poem) and awig-a wig de:ia pakranzan (law
of traditional village) (of prose). What is performed ritually or secularly is derived from lontar.
Or, ritual is an expression of message found in lontar. There is no ritual performed which is
devoid of fontar message, i.e. philosophical/theoretical foundation on which the building called
ritual" (vajlia) is erected. A person of nvastric in nature is the one who can read and interpret

its message. In religious practices, common people follow what is said by religious leaders.

2.4 The relationship between philosophy and ritual performance

As per Balinese religion there is a triple principle to which everyone should look at when
one acts either of religious or secular in nature. Understanding it will be helpful so that every
act we attempted is efficient, effective and purposeful in life. And the most important is that
when an act or ritual (yajlia) is performed based on metaphysical principle (tattva) as conveyed
by lontar, it can be grouped into sattvic vajlia, otherwise it belongs to rajasic or teimasic ritual,
which has less value or significance in life. When the last two rituals are performed the point
is almost nothing because it is devoid of value and knowledge; it is just a ceremony which is
spiritually baseless and meaningless. The greatness of a vajna (ritual) should not be viewed
from its physical or empirical appearances, but from its purity and sincerity. Triple principles
- as mentioned above - are metaphysics (tattva ), ethics (s'asanaliilaisuida) and ritual (vajila).
Tattva is the basis on which ,s;asana is observed and yafria is performed. When we accept that
lontar as the store house of Balinese knowledge, we have to look from this angle. Consequently,
we will be able to see the interconnectedness between metaphysics (tattva) which is contained

in lontar and its counterpart in the form of observable ritual or actions.

An interesting point worth to mention in this juncture is philosophical foundation of
s'akti (divine power) and its performative efficacy found in ritual. One practises rituals because
one believes that one can acquire divine power (iakti) either directly or indirectly. As per
Balinese tradition, when society is in trouble due to existence of some diseases, natural disaster
and calamities etc, they will perform ritual either individually or in group. As ritual will
cause; trigger power, all unhappiness, personal or social or natural problems, etc. in life both of
human being and nature can be cured. It does not mean that modem way of life is excluded in
Balinese life. Balinese adopt both ways, viz. spiritual and logical domains in life. It is better to

incorporate both rather than demarcated and treated them individually.
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